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| Abstract

The Distinction Theory of ‘Korean Sundo *

Chinese Taoism * Korean Taoism’:
A Proposal for a Research on Chinese Taoism as

a modified form of Korean Sundo

Seok, Sang Soon
(Changwon Institute for Traditional Korean Cultural Studies)

This paper focuses on the new academic field of ‘Korean Sundo’ that
emerged in the early 2000’s with a comparative study with the Chinese
Taoism. The Korean Sundo culture was hitherto viewed as being similar
to Shamanism especially seen through the western lens. However,
archaeological discoveries and achievements since the 1980’s are revealing
that the Korean Sundo is the ShinSun (iffil) Thought which embodies a
highly cultivated ways of life and a world view distinct in its qualities to
shamanism and it also explains the origins of the North-east Asia ShinSun
@i#fil) Culture.

There have been two different tendencies in the research of the Korean
Sundo since the modern era. One takes on the thoughts of Shin Chae-ho,
that Korean Sundo is a thought system indigenous to Korea, distinguished
from Chinese Taoism. The other follows on Lee Neung-hwa who
understands Korean Sundo to be within the boundaries of Korean Taoism.
The latter has been the mainstream point of view, at least in terms of the
numbers of its researchers. However, the former school has continued to

thrive, culminating in the emergence of the field of ‘Korean Sundo’.
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Korean Sundo is an indigenous Korean system of thought that embraces
the balance of the mind and the body based on training by way of the
philosophy of energy (%) that further extends to an awareness of social
values and its history. On the other hand, the Chinese Taoism is a religion
formed as a combination of Shinsun Long-life thought, Laotzu,
Confucianism, Buddhism and various folk religion. The former is a Shinsun
culture with active sense of humanitarian cause with endeavor to establish
Hongik Ingan (i AR People devoted to the betterment of humanity) - Jae
Ihwa (fEH¥L Creating a peaceful world) by way of Seongtong (M
Connecting with heaven) - Gongwan (/5¢ Serving to the society) on a basis
of ‘the Theory of the five elements of three dimensions - Chun(X) - Ji(ith) -
In(A,) doctrine. The latter, Chinese Taoism, on the other hand, has its base
on Shinsun Long-life thought by the Theory of the five elements of Yin
and Yang, to ascend to heaven as a Taoist immortal by way of staying young
and living long. Korean Sundo has also formed its way of viewing the history
with emphasis on the awareness of the social consciousness through
meditational training accompanied by the scriptures that contain the
essence of Sundo philosophy. Whereas Chinese Taoism has a massive
scripture, called "Dojang GH#)s, it lack historical consciousness or
awareness to serve the society, and therefore there isn’t a branch of study
in history in Taoism. Similarly, the same applies to Korean Taoism.

Since the early 2000’s, the academic field of ‘Korean Sundo’ emerged
and is standing independently. In response to this, the Korean Taoism is
embracing the scriptures and historical studies of Korean Sundo in order
to publish their own scriptures. Meanwhile, they do not accredit the
research achievements of Korean Sundo. We propose that the Korean
Taoists should acknowledge the research achievements of Korean Sundo,
and that they should also study into the Chinese Taoism as a modified form
of the Korean Sundo. This will enable the two fields to research more
harmoniously as the Korean Taoism adopts the historical viewpoint from
Korean Sundo, whereby the ancient cultural history that spread throughout

Eastern Asia and Furasian continent has its central philosophical origins
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in Northeast Asia. Furthermore, this will enable the Korean philosophers
to stand on their own feet at last free of the prolonged cultural toadyism,

especially Sino-centrism.

Key words : Korean Sundo, Sundo culture, Shinsun culture, Shinsun thought,
Korean Taoism, Chinese Taoism, Taoism, Shinsun Gongwan thought,
Shinsun Long-life thought
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